
DECEMBER 28, 2019—JANUARY 1, 2020 

Music in Nature 
A musical adventure with Karl Middleman 

“I think it pisses God off if you walk by the color purple in a field 

somewhere and don’t notice it.  People think pleasing God is all God cares 

about.  But any fool living in the world can see it always trying to please 

us back.” 

Through music, wake up to the joys of nature, as Alice Walker 

advised in The Color Purple. Music brings us back to our roots, 

opening our souls to Nature.  Ever since ink found quills, composers 

have sought to capture aspects of countryside and cosmos. Maurice 

Ravel pays homage to fountains, cascades, and brooks. Terry Riley 

unravels the mysteries of interplanetary travel in Sun Rings as 

performed by the Kronos Quartet with images from NASA. 

Renaissance composer Thomas Morley portrays a heart ablaze with 

flames of passion. Come romp through the countryside with 

Beethoven and sing and dance to Meredith Monk’s On Behalf of 

Nature. 

Losing ourselves while contemplating the four elements—earth, 

wind, sea, and fire — we will rediscover ourselves in music and renew 

our connection to the cycles and mysteries of life. 

Karl Middleman is a versatile musician, composer, lecturer, and 

conductor of many  choirs and orchestras, including the Philadelphia 

Classical Symphony, which he founded and directs.  Maestro Karl 

mixes scholarship with showmanship, peppering his lively 

presentations with musical tales, film clips, and piano 

demonstrations.  A career educator on the faculty of Temple 

University, Karl is currently also a Commonwealth Speaker for the 

Pennsylvania Council on the Humanities. 

A Quaker Study, Retreat, and Conference Center 

 

 

 

338 Plush Mill Road 

Wallingford, Pennsylvania 

610-566-4507  or 800-742-3150 (US), ext. 137 

www.pendlehill.org 

Accommodations 

IF YOU REGISTER BY AUGUST 31 

Private room  $820 

Shared room  $685 

Commute  $520 

IF YOU REGISTER AFTER AUGUST 31 

Private room  $860 

Shared room $720 

Commute  $545 

Registration 

Visit www.pendlehill.org,  

or call ext. 137 at 610-566 4507  

or 800-742-3150 (toll-free in US) 

Enjoy an alcohol-free New Year’s Eve 

celebration, featuring hors d’oeuvres, 

home-cooked dinner, lively musical 

concert, and candlelight  

Meeting for Worship 

 


