
Dear Friends,

        As we reflect on this past fiscal year, we’re grateful for the many
opportunities we had to continue carrying out our ministry with a strong sense of
hope as we faced many challenges. Despite understaffing, a volatile economy,
and crucial needs within our grounds and facilities, we still created and expanded
opportunities for faithfulness, community, learning, and transformation. 

        Pendle Hill is needed more than ever, as we were not the only ones facing
challenges in this post-pandemic world. We stayed committed to providing
radical hospitality as we welcomed more groups and sojourners this year, and
encouraged the exploration of ideas for personal and social transformation.
Pendle Hill is a place where discernment is nurtured by the beauty of the grounds
as well as by the many interactions and learnings found in worship, in programs,
and within the experience of sharing meals together.  

        We want to continue being a special place for spiritual grounding, renewal,
social visioning, and mutual support. We look forward to expanding our
opportunities to welcome change makers and offer programs that support
spiritual growth and deep transformation as we walk the path of justice, peace,
and love.  

        We are very grateful for the generosity and support we received from you,
from our staff community, and all who accompanied us in walking the path
towards building the Beloved Community. A special thanks to our dedicated
Board, who has been steered by former Board Clerk, Fran Brokaw for the past 3
years. She has passed the torch to our new Board Clerk, David Castro, who was
appointed in October. 
 
        Friends, as you learn about our institutional journey during the past fiscal
year, we encourage you to visit Pendle Hill on campus or online and participate in
the transformative experience that we steward in this “holy experiment.” We
look forward to welcoming you soon. 

In Friendship,
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The Podcast Planted Seeds Around the World

Pendle Hill Community Engaged Deeper with Radical Transformation

Pendle Hill’s podcast, The Seed: Conversations for Radical Hope
amassed an impressive 11,000 (and counting) downloads since
its launch in October 2022. With three seasons produced over
the past fiscal year, The Seed serves as a Quaker platform for
voices to be heard around the world. Host Dwight Dunston
welcomed guests Ingrid Lakey, Niyonu Spann, and Ricardo
Levins Morales among other F/friends to explore issues and
themes of injustice, climate change, the Quaker testimony of
integrity, liberation, and freedom. 

Podcast listeners, workshop attendees, and pamphlet readers from across the Pendle Hill community deepened
their examination of racism and discrimination within our communities and systems this past year. Vanessa Julye
sparked this conversation in her meaningful Stephen G. Cary Memorial Lecture, which led to the publication of
Pendle Hill Pamphlet #476: Radical Transformation: Long Overdue for the Religious Society of Friends. Over 400
copies of the pamphlet were purchased, especially by many reading groups, and the online recording was viewed
over 4,500 times. Vanessa’s pamphlet and lecture explored the systems of white supremacy, racism, colonization,
and capitalism which continue to erect walls preventing people of color from joining and remaining in Quaker
community. Pendle Hill continued to provide space for continuing revelation through workshops and educational
offerings, including Beyond Diversity 101 with Niyonu Spann, Exploring a Quaker Commitment to Reparative
Justice (an online collaboration with Woodbrooke), and Pendle Hill’s ongoing participation in the Quaker Coalition
for Uprooting Racism. 

Five F/friends from different generations, countries, and faith
backgrounds came together for The Spring Term, Pendle Hill’s
annual 10-week residential program, to form a living
experiment in spiritual learning community. From their
epistle: “Now the five siblings have ventured out to our own
corners as Agape’s witnesses for an equitable world. The arc
of the universe is long, but it bends towards justice; we vow
to push and pull that arc with all our love and might.” The
Spring Term, which relaunched in 2022 and remains a
financial challenge at its current scale, is made possible
through generous, visionary funders Thomas H. & Mary
Williams Shoemaker Fund, E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter
Foundation, and other contributors.  

Residential Study Program Translated 
Faith into Practice

Strengthened Stewardship of the Arboretum
Fiscal Year 2023 was a challenging one for the trees of Pendle Hill. Several
damaging storms, disease and pest infestations contributed to costly mature
tree removals, including the beloved Penn Treaty Elm behind Main House.
With an abundant tree canopy and over 150 varieties on campus, hazardous
tree removal, and pruning was, and remains, a top priority. Further efforts to
strengthen the health and safety of our trees have included: a staff member
completing an arborist training by Penn State Extension; significant progress
towards applying for Level 2 Arboretum Accreditation with ArbNet; and
updating and digitizing our tree map and inventory. Additionally, Pendle Hill
submitted an application for a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources to help fund the removal of an
additional 20 hazardous trees on the property, the planting of replacement
trees with resilient native species, the creation of interpretive signage, and
the coordination of educational programming open to the public. 

New Endowment Established

New Momentum in Development

From the Barn to the World
The hybrid Daily Meeting for Worship created during the 
pandemic transformed last year from an experiment to a 
core practice at Pendle Hill as Quakers and other seekers 
learned to rely on the accessibility of this loving community. 
The over 100 members who regularly gathered to seek 
Spirit in silent worship are diverse in terms of geography, Quaker-tradition, religious background, race and
ethnicity, and language. Pendle Hill Executive Director Francisco Burgos notes this daily worship is "the most vibrant
and inclusive worship group for Friends in the country, perhaps the world."  

An endowment was created in honor of the visionary John Yungblut by one of his former students who wanted to
honor his teacher’s legacy. John served as a faculty member at Pendle Hill for many years, where he led retreats,
authored five books and seven pamphlets, and touched many lives as a spiritual guide, counselor, and mentor.
For John, mysticism was the “heart and core of all true religion,” and thanks to his student’s generosity, his
teachings can live on through this perpetual gift that will be invested so that a portion of the earned income can
be put towards areas of greatest need. 

2022 Spring Term Resident Student, and former Associate Secretary of Development at Friends Committee on
National Legislation, Barbara Price Monahan, came out of her retirement to lend Pendle Hill her years of
fundraising expertise. Under her leadership, Pendle Hill built a solid development team, re-ignited the Planned
Giving Program, and achieved 117% of an ambitious budget goal, while increasing the number of individual donors
by nearly 20%. Thank you, Barbara, for your service to Pendle Hill! 
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Pendle Hill has been described by many as a
“second home” and a “spiritual re-birthplace.”
Over 1,200 F/friends sojourned with us this past
year, and over 150 conference groups hosted their
events on campus. Individuals and groups enjoyed
expanded amenities and upgrades, including the
new online reservation booking system. The
kitchen served 20,500 meals this past fiscal year
alone, and continues to expand its offerings. At
Pendle Hill, you’ll find your home away from
home. We hope to see you soon for a retreat,
conference, workshop, or sojourn, or online for
worship, lectures, and webinars! 

Visit pendlehill.org or follow us @PendleHillUSA 
Pendle Hill was proud to support a wide variety of groups and
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Pendle Hill rests on the land of the Lenni-Lenape people. We honor the Lenape
and other ingidenous caretakers of these lands and waters, the elders who lived

here before, the indigenous people today, and the generations to come.
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And You!
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Thank you for being part of this community. Your support enables us to fulfill
our mission to seek peace with justice in the world by transforming lives.
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A Light Shining in Dark Times


